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HOW TO STRIP FURNITURE

WHAT IS STRIPPING

As an introduction to how to strip furniture, let’s first look at what it is
and why you would consider it.

Stripping furniture removes old finishes and stains, paints, and
sometimes dyes to prep for a new stain or dye, and sometimes paint.
There are two methods to remove furniture finish, chemical and
mechanical. Chemical furniture stripping uses solvents, and mechanical
uses a mechanical force, such as sanding, scraping, or heating.

Read the full blog post here...

Submit your before and after photos. The top picks will be featured in
an upcoming newsletter and on the FurnitureFlipping101 Facebook
Page! Send via Facebook or newseletter@furnitureflipping101.ca
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TOOLS FOR FURNITURE STRIPPING

CARBIDE SCRAPERS

An often overlooked tool, carbide scrapers can save you a lot
of effort, whether you are using a chemical or mechanical
means, such as sanding, to remove an old finish.

There are two styles of carbide scrapers, the
larger version that you operate with two hands

or a smaller contour scraper with

interchangeable blades.

The smaller tool can

be managed with
one hand and works
great for getting into
carved areas or
crevices.

CARD SCRAPERS

Card scrapers remove finishes by
scraping them off, similar to
carbide or contour scrapers. The
difference between the products is
that card scrapers also work for
finishing bare wood. Rather than
using sandpaper, you can use a
card scraper to shave off thin

layers of wood.

Card scrapers are multi-purpose, but they require regular
maintenance — you will need to reshape the burr and clean
up the working edge.

Use a file to smooth off the old burr and a burnisher to
create the burr. You will also need to smooth the burr
occasionally with a stone. There are several good options for

stones, | use a water stone, but diamond stones work too.

If you want a good overview of sharpening and using your
card scraper, here is one by Stumpy Nubs on YouTube.
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RANDOM ORBITAL SANDERS

If you prefer to sand off
your finishes, you will
need a random orbital
sander. This sander style
is best because it reduces
the risk of leaving sanding
marks behind.

Often erroneously

referred to as an orbital sander, random orbitals move in
two directions, rotating and oscillating. The oscillation
reduces the scratches. An orbital sander is square and
moves in an orbital or looping pattern, and often leaves
behind whorls in the wood that need to be hand-sanded
out. While orbital sanders have their place in a workshop,
they are less effective at removing finishes as fast as a
random orbital sander.

FineHomebuilding has an article that explains the
differences between the two types of sanders.

If you are serious about sanding, you can invest in a high-end
system like Festool.
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Stripping furniture, different than scuff sanding to prep for painting, can produce several byproducts, from fumes and dangerous

waste, to sanding dust or possibly even lead paint chips and dust. In the feature article, | cover safety and using a separate area for

furniture stripping. This section will look at the equipment you can use to mitigate risk.

RISKS

Not only are chemical strippers dangerous, but sawdust is
combustible when it builds up in an enclosed space. All it
takes is one spark to cause an explosion. Dust can cause
allergic reactions, and sanding produces very fine
particulates you do not want to breathe into your lungs.

Chemical strippers can cause chemical burns and blindness.
Even seemingly harmless alcohol is toxic and absorbs
through your skin, lungs, and eyes.

AVOIDING RISK

One of the primary methods of any safety program involves
avoiding the problem — finding a safer way to do something.

Decide whether you need to strip the finish. Consider
whether or not the piece may have lead paint. Lead test kits
are inexpensive and easy to use. Check out my quick video

on using a lead test kit, where | was surprised by a positive
result!

If the piece has lead paint, you can encapsulate it but
consider how you will inform your customer of the
contamination if you sell the piece. Liability and risk are
factors any business should weigh.

MITIGATING RISK

If you can't avoid the danger, the next step in safety is to
mitigate the risk. Wearing the proper PPE or personal
protective equipment can prevent exposure to harmful
byproducts. Every task doesn't need full PPE, but you should
have the proper PPE available when you need it. Good

ventilation and dust control with a shop vac or dust collection

PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT

ORGANIC VAPOUR RESPIRATOR

Choose an
organic vapour

Multi-gas/vapour
P100 Particulate Filter

respirator that
is NIOSH
approved for

NIOSH-approved for
ortsn organic vapours

organic

vapours.
Choose a trusted brand — this is not the time to save a few
dollars on an off-brand product.

CHEMICAL RESISTANT GLOVES

Chemical-resistant gloves protect against
the harsh solvents in chemical strippers.

SAFETY GLASSES

Keep fumes, dust, and particulates out of your

eyes with wrap-around safety glasses.

DUST MASKS

Choose a high filtration rate of
P100 or P95. Replace your mask
or cartridges regularly.

system help reduce this risk.

OTHER

Additionally, wear long sleeves, pants, and closed-toe shoes,
and keep your hair pulled back. Keep clean water on hand to
rinse off any chemicals that might get on your skin and eyes.
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BETA TESTERS WANTED

Furniture Flipping 101 is looking for beta testers to review the website and course content,
receive student communications, and provide honest feedback and reviews.

For a limited time, | am recruiting beta testers for the Introductory Course.

WHAT IS BETA TESTING

Beta testing gives real people a chance to evaluate a product and provide invaluable feedback to the company to help
improve the product.

As a beta tester, you will test the Introductory Course for free in exchange for providing feedback.

HOW IT WORKS

The button below takes you to a survey asking questions relevant to identifying the best testers. Once you submit the
survey, we will review your responses and contact those applicants whose responses best match the beta test program
requirements. The beta test will run once enough participants are selected and will last approximately five weeks -
allowing one week per course module.

If selected as a beta tester candidate, you will receive an email inviting you to participate in the beta test and a
contract to sign called a Non-disclosure Agreement. This agreement says you will not share details or information on
the program and its contents.

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR YOU

Once you've consented to the terms and returned the agreement, you will receive access to the Introductory Course and
its content for FREE. As part of the agreement, participants agree to complete a module per week and perform any
other requests - simple tasks like navigating the website or watching videos. At the end of each week, you will receive an
email survey that you will complete, providing feedback on that week's activities.

Additionally, eligible FurnitureFlipping101 participants who complete the beta test and its requirements will receive a
thank-you gift for helping shape the product's final look.

If this sounds like something you are interested in participating in, click the button below to apply.

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES

You can consent to save your application responses for future beta testing opportunities. If you don't consent, your
information will be deleted once the beta test is completed.

APPLY NOW
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